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This form is tor use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
tor Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
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1. Name 01 Property
historic name
other nameslsite number PARADISE HISTORIC DISTRICT

2. Location
INIER NATIONAL PARK onot for publicationstreet & number

city, town vi~jnity

state WASHINGTON code WA county LEWIS; PIERCE code 041 ; 053 zip code

3. Classification
Ownership of Property
Uprivate
U public-localopublic-Statern public-Federal

Category of Propertyo building(s)
[:zJ district
Osite
Ostructureoobject

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

6 buildings
___ sites
___ structures
___ objects

6 Total
Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register __ J.l _

.Iarne of related multiple property listing: .Historic Resources of Mount Rainler
Nat] ana 1 Park

4 Slate/Federal Agency certification.
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 011966, as amended, I hereby certify that thiso nomination0 request for determination 01eligibility meets the documentation standards lor registeringproperties in the
National Regifter of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth·in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property0meets0does not meet the National Register criteria.0Seecontinuationsheel.

~
Sign.ife ofr:official Date

State Fe,d'eral agency and bureau "\

Inm~i ion, thAepe~ m7#s )5l,does not meet the National Register criteria. 0See continuation sheet. ~, ~~ ... ' j December 13. 19]'0
Si~at~J f commenting or other official Date

OtJfic of Archaeo10~v and Historic Preservation
St te ~ Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

U entered in the National Register.o See continuation sheet.odetermined eligible for the National
Register. 0 See continuation sheet.

( ] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved trom the National Register.oother, (explain:) _

Signature 01 the Keeper Date 01 Action



6. Function or Use • -:---:-
HistoricFunctions(entercategories.,"instructions) CurrentFuncti entercategoriesfrominstructions)
DOMESTIC/Hote 1; Instituti ona 1 Housi ng DOI~ESTIC/Hotel; Instjt!Jtjonal HOllsjng
GOVERNj~ENT/Aomi nistrat ive Faci lities liOYERNMENTlAdmj njstratj ve Fad litj es
RECREATION AND CULTURE/Outdoor Recreation RECREATION AND CII!TIIRElOlltdoor Recreatjon

'(
7. Descrlpllon Materials(entercategoriesIrominstructions)ArchitecturalClassification(entercategoriesfrominstructions)
OTHER-RUSTIC STYLE

foundationConcrete' Stone
walls WOOD/log;Sbjngle;Stone
roof WOOD/Sbi ng 1eother _

Describepresentandhistoricphysicalappearance.

I.~
i

The Tacoma firm of Heath, Grove and bell chosen by the Rainier National Park
Company (RNPC) to design its first major concession structure--the Paradise
Inn (1917)--produced a romantically eclectic building that harmonized well
with its subalpine setting. The Inn's steeply-pitched roof, massive log
framing, cedar shingled siding and roofing weathered to a silvery gray, and
native stone masonry echo the colors and contours of the rugged terrain of
Paradise Valley. Subsequent structures built by the RNPC and the National
Park Service at Paradise continued in·this theme, creating a subalpine
·variation of the Rustic Style in the park. (
The steeply-pitched roofs used on the majority of structures at Paradise
represent one alternative to dealing with Paradise's heavy snowloads. The
reinforced concrete shallow-pitched roofs of the Comfort Station and the
nearby Edith Chlorination House represent another. The tremendous strain
placed on the structures at Paradise by snowfalls averaging 799+ inches/year
has resulted in numerous repairs and alterations to the buildings over the
years. Despite these changes, the cluster of structures around the Inn that
forms the Paradise Historic District retains a high degree of integrity of
design. .
See the attached PNR Inventory Cards for more information regarding the
buildings within the Paradise Historic District.

."_-:-

l!J See continualionsheet
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.,jnificance of this property in relation to othe.pL-e-=rt';""ie-s:-------..:...--onationally 0statewide 0 locally

Applicable National RegisterCriteria ITlA 0 B []] cOO

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0A 0B 0cOO 0E 0FOG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architecture 1916 - 1937
Entertainment and Recreation

Significant Dates

Politics/Government (Federal Administration)
Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person ArchitecUBuilder

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Paradise Historic District is significant for its association with
federal administration, management, and development of the national park .
(Criterion A). For most of the park's history, the area called Paradise was
dominated by concession-built structures. The government did reqUire a
presence at Paradise, and in 1911 a ranger cabin (no longer extant) was
bUilt, later to be replaced by a ranger station (1921) which stands today as .
the oldest government building within the historic district. This building
(P-001) was the first government-built structure in the park to have rock
masonry walls.
The district is also significant for its architecture, expressed in an
"Alpine-Style" variation of the Rustic (Criterion C). This style espoused the
use of native materials, particularly wood and stone, to better blend man-
made structures with the natural. environment. Weathered logs and native
boulders were incorporated into the design of the more prominent buildings in
the district.
Overall, the Paradise Historic District is a visually cohesive complex of
Rustic Style buildings which still convey their historical associations with
tourism and recreation in the national park. The Paradise Inn was designated
a National Historic Landmark in 1987.
Six buildings comprise the Paradise Historic District. See the attached "PNR •
Inventory Cards for additional information regarding these buildings.

[K] See continuation sheet



9. Malor Bibliographical Refere.s~ -t-;•
SEE MULTIPLEPROPERTYDOCUMENTATIONFORM

Previousdocumentationon file(NPS):opreliminarydeterminationof individuallisting(36 CFR 67)
has been requested

[:xJ previouslyIistea-in the NationalRegisteropreviouslydeterminedeligibleby the NationalRegister
[XI designated a NationalHistoricLandmarkorecorded by HistoricAmericanBuildings

Survey 1/ :-.,..,,-~ _o recorded by HistoricAmericanEngineering
Record 1/, _

(

o See continuation sheet

Primarylocationof additionaldata:oState historicpreservationofficeoOther State agency
[¥J FederalagencyoLocalgovernmentoUniversityoOther
Specifyrepository:

, O. Geographical Data
Acreage of property ApproXlmately 10 acres

UTMReferences
A L.h.QJ I 519, 616,4,8\

Zone Easting
C L.h.QJ 1519,615,9,11

15,118,119,7,01
Northing
151118111917181

(
B L.h.QJ

Zone
D L.h.QJ

I 5191 616, I, 7\
Easting
I 519, 615, 61 01

I 5dl8dl !H a
Northing
15dlS,21Cl?,51

USGS Quad: Mount Rainier East, Washington OSee continuationsheet
1:24,000

VerbalBoundaryDescriptionStarting at the junction of the service road to the Inn and the
parking lot, then generally westward along the north edge of the parking lot to a foot
trail west of the comfort station, then northwest along that trail to a foot trai 1 run-
ning northeast, then along that foot trail in a northeast direction to its junction with
a foot trail running southeast, then along that foot trail to its junction with the ser-
vice road, then northeast along the service road to its end, then easterly to the park road
that passes through Paradise Valley, then southweSi] See continuationsheet along the par~_ road
to tbe point of beginning

BoundaryJustification
The boundary was drawn to include all significant historic buildings and some land
encompassing the structures in order to convey the historic setting.

, r. Form Prepared By

oSee continuationsheet

nameltiUe Stephanie Toothman, Ph.D, Chief. cultural Resources Division
organizationNati ona 1 Park Servi ceo Pacifi c Northwest Regi 0llate September 1983
street & number 83 S. King Street. Suite 212 telephone (206) 442-0791
cityor town Seattle stateWasbington 'zipcode98104

------



�I~\fENTORY
I WI.

1, $'ll: I.D.NO I I I I I I I I I I Cultural Resources Division Seattle,Washington 98121
1 NAMEIS) OF STRUCTURE S ORIGINAL USE 7. CLASSIFICATION I ,. RATlN("

Paradise Ranze'rStation
RangerStationl 10, DATE

Ltvins Oaar'ters
J SITE ADORESS (STREET & NOJ 6. PReSENT USE

1921
JitUTMZON' fASTING INORTHINO 11. REGION

Paradise P-OOl RangerStation , I TTTT I I I I I I I I
• CITY/VICINITY COUNTY STII.tE SCALE 1·... l'61.S

Paradise Pierce Washington QUAD
OTHER· NAM'

[!RO National Park Service
Pac'flc Northwest Region

Westin Building, ,---, 1920
2001 Sixth'"

' .. OWNER/AOMIN ADDRESS

NPS/MJuntRainier National Park. TahomaWoods-StarRoute, Ashford, Washington98304
'3 'OEscnIPflON AND eACKGf10UND HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTnUCllON DATEIS). PHYSICAL OIMENSIONS, MAl enure. MAJOR ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EOUIPMENT ....."10

IMPORTANT aUltDERS, ARCWTECTS, ENGINEERS, eTC

Stone and t:inber frarre; 1-1/2 stories; rectangular plan; steeply-pitched cedar shingle gable roof with projecting eaves
and verges; stone chinney; cedar siding at gable ends; full width one story stone porch accessed by stone steps,
off- center front door composedof half logs; stone foundation; double hung caserrentwindows;interior YlOodfloors with
exposedlog ceiling joists; first Eloor ranger station, second floor offices.

This stone and tirrber framebuilding was designed to serve as the Paradise Rangerand CheckingStation. Constructed in
1921during the achninistration of Superintendent W.H.Peters, it was completed.and openedfor use in 1922. The design
for the distinctive, steeply pitched gable ·roof and rustic, rubble masonrywalls was approvedby Park Service Director
Stephen T. Mather. It rreasures 18' x 26' including a: front porch 6' wide extending the full length of the front facade.
Originally, the first floor was operated as an Lnformat.Lonand checking station; the upper floor as a living quarters
with bedroom,bathroomand kitchen. lhe ranger station was occupied seasonally, generally fromMaythrough October.
Dl.rringthe winter of 1970-71, water pipes froze and burst with resulting damageto the living quarters. Thebathroom
and kitchen facilities were subsequently renoved and the upper floor was renodeled for office space. A tirrber lean-to
fire cache and workshop,constructed c.1930 at the rear of the building, was also renoved c.1971. With the exception
of the cedar shingles under the gable ends whichhave replaced the original board and batten siding, the exterior is

• 14 CONDITION DEKCELlENT 6'JGOOO OrAIR DOETen,oRATED DnulNs 15, DANGER OF DEMOLITION?
ISPECIFY THREAT)

DYES 6t}UNKNOWN

~
largely unaltered. Steel bracing and cables attached to the chinney at the building's rear provides bracing for the
structure during heavywinter snows.

Significance-- E'esrgnedby the National Park Service, LandscapeEngineering Division, the plans were approvedby Stephen T. Mather in
May1921. Consideration of the building's constructed at MJuntRainier to employan extensive arrount;of stone, the
rubble masonrywalls blend tastefully with the surrounding terrain. The irrpressive steeply pitched gable roof was
built to withstand the large srrounts of snowfall that occur at Paradise.
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18 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? DYES 6aNO DNAMI:

19 PllBUCACCESSIBlllTY DYES. LIMITED ag YES. UNLIMITED

NO OUNKNOWN BNR ONHL HAas OHAER-l

COUNTY OlOCAL DOTtlER

OHAER X]NPS OSTATE20, EXISTING
SURVEY~

21 REFEAENCES··tU$tORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAl. CONTACTS, ANOIOR cruen •M:>e 10/21/49; photo (no date),
- Interview with Lee Henkle, NPS Seasonal Ranger, Paradise, Washington, 8/23/82.
_ Building File P-OOl, M9.intenance Division, M:mnt Rainier National Park, prepared by L.M.
_ Superintendent's !-bnthly Report, 28 July, 1922, Archives, !-bunt Rainier National Park.
_ Original Drawing, "Paradise Checking Station - Paradise Valley," 1 sheet, approved by Stephen T. M9.ther, National

Service, 28 M9.y, 1921.
_ Erwin N. 'Ihonpsonv }Tb~un~t:..rRa~in,:,,~:;:·er:n;,Na;;t=;iona?2=,l,=,=P~ar~k:::,~W:::a",sh=in~t:::oo:.:n'-r-.<Hi=·=s:.::t::::o:=.r=:ic~Re~s~ou~rc;;;:e::....:S"tu'ffld-h(Denver, CO, N. P . S., 1981).

Robert L. Carper ,Li:::::::s~t::....:o""---"C=s:::s",i=:::e::....:S::.:t:::ru=c.=tur=e:::s,---,,I:::nc:.ve=n:::t:::o:::ryoL'Denver, CO, N. P .S. , 7

Park

'2 INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION

MlRA Cultural Resource Surve
DATE

GGF 7/23/82



[!RO National Park Service
Paclfi Northwest Re .

westin Building,
2001 Sixth Pi.

",1920
, C 9101l WI.

1. ~11~.1.0, NO I I I I I 1 I I I I ,,.vENTORY Cultural Resources Division Seattle, Washington 98121
2 ",.../,lEeS) OF STRUCTURE S. ORIGINAL use 1. CLASSIFlCATION I ') RATlN("

10 O....TE

Paradise ComfortStation Restroom
J sue ADO!lESS (STREET & NOI 6. PReSENT USE

1928~29

iUTMI 'O_'''7'N°
1

NORTHING 'I. REGION

Paradise P-304 Restroom I I I I I I I I I
4 CITY/VIC'NITY COUNTY STATF. SCALE 1:24 1:82.11

Paradise Pierce Washington QUAD
OTHER- NAME

" WN RI .... MIN AODA• OED E55

NPS/MJuntRainier National Park, TahomaIibods-Star Route, Ashford, Washington98304
11 'II ~;CIIll'IIIUI ....NII IIM:I«(jIlOtJND '''~If)IIY INCUIUlNfl eONn 1111Ir: I ION flAlll:'). f'lrY!;ICAI. ntMlN!'llllN~, MAlfIlIAtR, MI\JOn AI. I tJ1Al IONS. EXTANT eQUIf'MENT, ANO

11,l1'1}lU"NI uuuoms. ARCHiteCTS, ENGINEERS. ETC

Reinforced concrete construction; 1 story; rectangul.ar plan; lowpitch, reinforced concrete gable roof with projecting
eaves and verges; stone chirmey; stone veneer exterior; entrances at north and south facades, one with timber lean-to
shelter; casementwindows; concrete floor; concrete foundation.

This reinforced concrete' building with a stone veneer serves as a canfort station at Paradise. It was erected in 1928
by the National Park Service. ~asuring 26' x 36' the comfort station was designed by the NPSWestern Region, Branch
of Plans and Design, ThomasC. Vint, Chief Architect. The low pitched gable roof and randomstone facing were com-
bined to harnonize with the sloping terrain and adjacent buildings. Construction began in July of 1928. Materials,
trucked from as far awayas Ashford, were often delayed on portions of the Nisqually Roadundergoing reconstruction.
SCIre of the stones were quarried fromnearby. Higher than anticipated hauling costs delayed the opening of the
facility until the 1929season. In addition, plans for installing a slate roof over the 6" reinforced concrete slab
were scrapped. Themassive roof, designed to withstand snowloads of 35 pcf to a depth of 35', was simply tarred
and graveled. Total expenditures for the facility amountedto $6,400. Newfixtures have recently been installed
and the interior walls refdrushedwi.th gypboard. With the exception of a lean-to shelter addition at the VJl:Xllel1's
roomentrance, the comfort station remains largely unaltered .

• OUCElLENT fK)GOOO DrA.IA OOETEAlonATEO t8)UNKNOWN

\6 SIGNIFICANCE

Designedby the NPS,Western Region, Branchof Plans and Design in San Francisco with ThomasC. Vint, Chief Architect,
this comfort station, constructed with reinforced concrete, marks a significant departure from the standard stone and
timber materials used to build other restroom facilities in the park. Themassiveness was required for the heavy
snowfalls that occur at Paradise. The stone veneer and low pitched gable roof wereemployedto blend the building in
with the surrounding terrain.
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11 PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP or lOCATION

u N

11. LOCATEO IN AN HISTOAIC DISTRICT?

19 puBLIC ACCESSIBILITY YES, LIMITED 60 YES. UNLIMITED

NO OUNKNOWN

20. EXISTINGSUA....EY~
DttAEA-'

OTHER
Il9NPS DSTATE

21. REfERENCeS-HISTORICAL REfERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, ANOIOR OTHER

•

Building File P-304; ~intenance Division, MJtmtRainier National Park; Waterhouse Report on Construction Activities •
(with photos), 1928.

Original Drawing"Comfort Station - Paradise," 1 sheet, recomrendedby ThomasC. Vint, NPS, 5/23/28 (DRGNo. ),
Drawingsand DocurrentFile, ~intenance Division, }bunt Rainier National Parle

Robert L. Carper, List of Classified Structures Inventory (Denver, Colorado: NPS, 1976).

22 INVENTORlED BY AFFILIATION

M)RACultural Resource Survey
OATE

7/23/82GGF



OIRO National Park Service
Pacific Northwest Region

westin Building, r -~ 1920
2001 Sixth IWer,

1. Srr c I.D.NO I I I I I I I I I I Ii...-IE NTORY CUtural Resources Division Seattle, Washington 98121
? NA"'E(SI OF STRUCTURE 5. ORIGINAL USE 7. CLASSifiCATION , 'V.TlN{,

10 O"YE

Paradise Ski-TowPowerhouse Ski-TowPowerhse .
3 SITE AODRESS (STREET I NO, 6. PRESENT USE 1937lit U,M ZONE EASTING NORTHING 11. AEGION

Paradise P-514 Storage Shed I . c I I I I I I I I111 I.JII.
4 en VIVICINITY COUNTY SlAlE SCALE "24 'IU.5 QUAD

Paradise Pierce Washin"ton OTHER· NAME

12 OWNER/ADMIN AODflESS

NPSI!"DuntRainier National Parle TahorraWoodS-StarRoute. Ashford Washjngtcm98304
I' lJL~,.r,IIIPIION "'10 IIACKf".J1(JUND'~ISII)fIY INcumiNO CON!OIIIIJCIION 0,1\,1(15). f'liVSICAL DIMENSIONS, MA' l;RIALS. MAJOR At TEn'" IONS, EXTANT EQUipMENT, AND

IW'{)IlIANI OUILDERS, ARCHITECTS, ENC1INEERS, ETC

'TiIrber A-frarre; 11/2 stories; rectangular plan; steeply pitched cedar shingle gable roof; vertical board-and-batten
siding under gable ends; horizontal clapboard siding on north and south facades; cedar shingle siding to the rear;
second floor accessible by tinber ladder; ground floor contains notor for ski-tow; woodskid foundation resting on
concrete blocks.

Darfng the 1930's , Paradise Valley' developed into a major northwest ski center. As no permanentski-lift facilities
were permitted in the national parks, the Gee constructed a portable ski-tow in 1937. The tinber A-frametreasured
about 12' x 14' and was designed to blend with the nearby GuideHouseand Paradise RangerStation. An electrically-
poweredrotor and drum were housed in the ground floor. Wire ropes and pulleys conprised the ski-tow system running
to the top of Alta Vista. Winter time activities declined sharply at Paradise in the 1940's. With the construction
of private resorts outside the park in the 1950's , pressure for further developrrentof Paradise Valley diminished.
The Ski-TowPowerhousererrafns as test.irrony to the era of peak wintertime activities at M:>untRainier.

• U CONDITION o EXCELLENT Oaooo, ~F"IR DOETEA'ORATED DRUINS 6iUNKNOWN

16, SIGNlflCA.NCE

TheSki-TowPowerhousewas built by the Gee in 1937as winter skiing in Paradise Valley reached its peak. It was
built to blend with the nearby Guide.llouse and Paradise RangerStation (the steeply-pitched, cedar-shingled gable
roof with vertical board-and-batten sidin~ under the gable ends was nearly identical to the RangerStation's original
appearance). The Ski-TowPowerhouseremains from this era, largely unaltered.

"



PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATI~N
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18 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC OISTRICT? ~ \ DYES !KlNO (JNAMt:.

19. PU8LICACCESSt81LITY rn YES. qMITED (J YES. UNLIMITED
NO ; I 0UNKNOWN

20. EXISTING
SURVEY.~

OHAER DSTATEBN~ (JNHL HAas OH/,ER-1
COUNTY (JLOCAL [JOTHER

21 REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS, ANDIOR OTHER

Building File p-sl~,1 Maintenance Division, •M:>untRainier National Park; photographs (uncJated).
IErwin N. 1hornpson,MJunt Rainier National Park, Washington: Historic Resource Study, (Denver, ffi: NPS, 1981) p.8S.
IArthur D. Martinson, "''M:>untainin the Sky: A History of MJunt Rainier National Park" Phd. dissertation, Washington

State University, 1966, pp.106-112.

22. INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION

MJRACultural Resource Survey 7/23/82GGF
DATE



p~.-_._"\() 6182 [!RO National Park Service
Paclf Northwest Re •

Westin Building, r ---------·',1920
2001 SI thAIC 9101l x !len

" SHe: 1.0. NO I I I I I I I I II ...\fENTORY C(jtural Resources DIvision Seattle, Washington 98'!~_1_
? NAMEISI OF STRuctURE 5, ORIGINAL USE 7. CLASSIFICATION s. RAT INC.

(CARD 1 of 3) 10, DATE

Paradise Inn Resort Hotel
3 sue ADDAESS (STREET .. NO, 8. PRESENT USE

1917
~'AS"NQ

NORTHINO 11. REGION

Paradise P-600 , Resort Hotel '.. I I I I I I I I " I I.
4 ClrvIVtcrNITY COUNTY STATE SCALE 1:24 1:112.:!>

Paradise Pierce Wash:iiu!ton
aUAD

OTHER- NAM'

12 OWNER/ADMIN AODRESS• NPS/M2Jmt Rainier National Park TaborraWoods-StarRoute Ashford, Washington
"\ III :':1:1111"'0"1 ""Ill nAr;II.(;IHltJNO IU:,>IO/IY INCUJllINli CON"IlllJCIION rJAIF.U;J, I'lfY~tr;AI. OIMfN:'>ION5, M....l rnlN. n. MAI(ln "tlf.nATlONS, EXfANT eQUIPMeNT, lIND

IMI'fJllIAr41 ovntlrfl~.encunrcrs.ENGINEEflS, E rc

Timberfrarre (log construction); 2-1/2 story; rrodified T-shapeplan; steeply-pitched cedar shingle gable roof with
projecting eaves and verges; gable and shed danrers; stone chinneys; cedar shingle exterior walls; nmrerousdouble
hung sashes; glass double doors entrances into lobby; woodfloors; exposedwhole log frarre in lobby; rubble masonry
foundation; three wings-lobby, dining and hotel; kitchen wing rerrodeled c.1930; gift shop fonred by porch enclosure
to the lobby's rear, c.1935; whole log exterior buttresses replaced with steel t-bearrs c.1980.,
TheParadise Inn is a timber f'rarre, resort hotel located in the subalpine region of Paradise Valley. It was con-
structed in 1916-17under the auspices of the Rainier National Park Conpany. In 1916, Stephen T. I-bther. director
of the fledgling National Park Service, brought together businessrren from Seattle and Tacomato forma large con-
cession enterprise in the park. l13.therbelieved such a dominentcorrpanywas needed to upgrade visitor services.
Thenewly fonred concessionnaire undertook the erection of a lodge at Paradise rrodeledafter a Swiss alpine chalet.

Designedby the architectural firm of Heath,Groveand Bell of Tacoma,foundation wori<'conrrencedin July of 1916.
The site for the Inn had been hurddly selected and surveyed. IUring the Inn's construction the Rainier National
Pari<Companyoperated Reeses "eanp of the Clooda." Theyhad purchased from John Reese, the primitive, and according (cont' d

o exCELLENT l]J.GOOO OrAIR IS. DANGER OF DEMOLITION?
(SPECIFY THREAT)

DYES l&1UNKNOWN• H CONDITION

16. SIGNIFICANCE

TI1eParadise Inn was the first perrranent resort hotel erected in a subalpine area in MJuntRainier National Park.
Visitation to Paradise Valley and the Inn increased dramatically upon conpletion of the structure in 1917. The
Rainier National Park Cormany(forrredwith the support of Stephen T. I-bther), one of the early park concessionnaires
built and operated the Inn. Their subsequent expansion of visitor facilities can be attributed to the success of
the resort hotel. It is an architecturally distinct structure rrodeledafter the Swiss alpine lodges. Native Alaska
cedar was used in its construction. The lobby wing, containing exposedwhole log trusses, posts and beamsis par-
ticularly distinctive. TWolarge stone fireplaces and handcrafted tables, chairs and benches of Alaska cedar are
located in the lobby. The Inn's exterior, covered with cedar shingles and containing mrrerous gable and shed donrers,
is slightly altered. Original exterior, whole log trim around doors and windowshas been partially rerroved. !'ew
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18 LOCATED IN AN HrSTOAlC DISTRICT?' I DYES
I

I&INO ONAMI:.

l2INPS OSTATE
19. PU6L1CACCESSI61L1T't' YES. Ll,,,mED []p'ES. UNLIMITED

NO I oUNKNOWN

!-bunt Radru.er'National Park; sketch plan of roof. 1/75.
21 REFERENCES HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. ANDIOR OTHER

Building File P-60b.\ MaintenEU1ceDivision,

20. EXISTING
SUAVEY~ •

OHAEA.', DHAER

OTHER

Erwin N. 'll1orrpson,MJuntRainier National Park, Washington: Hi.storic Resource StudI' (Denver, co: NPS, 1981) pp.77-92.
IRobert L. Carper, List of Classified Structures Inventory. (Denver, CO:NPS, 1976).
I

Superintendent's !-bnthly Report. 4 June 1925. Archives. !-bunt Rainier National Park..
I

Robert N. M::Intyre; ':'Short History of !-bunt Rainier National Park" (1952), unpublished manuscript, Archives, ~bunt
Rainier National Park p.227 and 230.

, I

Paul R.' Sceva, "ReCollections by the Old Man of the !-buntain." reproduced by the author. 1974. Archives. !-bunt
" I I I

AFFILIATION
7/23/8222. INVENTORIED BY

GGF MJIlA Cultural Resources Surve
DATE



�RO National Park Service
Pacific Northwest Re ion

westin Building, r------1920
2001 Sixth Ave",

I" v'ENTORY 9
1. 511e 1.0. NO r T·T TIl I I I .·1 Cultural Resources DIvision Seattle, Washington 98121
2 tlAMEISl OF STRUCTURE 5. ORIGINAL USE 1, CLASSIFICATION a RATIN(;,

(CARD 2 of 3)
10, DATE

Paradise Inn Resort Hotel
~ SITE ADDRESS (STREET l NOI 6. PRESENT USE

1917
I8.Iur_ '0JilIl!:"ISTING I NORTHING II, REGION

Paradise P-600 Resort Hotel Iill I j I I I I I I I I I I I I •
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NPS/MJuntRainier National Park, TahomaWoods-Star Route. Ashford, Washington

to Mather, unsightly arrangement of tents existing in Paradise Valley. Timber for the Inn, comprised of Alaska
cedar, was gathered from a nearby ·silver forest (a fire swept area). The resort hotel was opened for business
in July 1, 1917.

The lobby area (measuring 50' x 1+2') contained an exposed whole log frame. Connected to the lobby was a dining
room (50' x 100') containing a kitchen wing (38' x 40'). Located above the dining area on the second floor were
twenty eight guest rooms. A three story wing off the rear of the dining area and lobby contained: a ground floor
with baths and toilets, a second floor with suites (each with private baths) and a third floor with "sleeping
rooms." The Inn was imrediately successful. Visitors preferred the rrore refined sleeping acconnodations rather
than the tent camps. In 1920, the Rainier National Park OJrnpanyerected an addition to the Inn known as the Annex
(see entry of Paradise Inn Annex P-602). In 1925, a mezzanine level was added around the lobby's interior. With
the iroproverrent of the road from Longmi.reto Paradise in the twenties, visitation to the Inn further increased.
A conpl.ex of 215 frame cabins was constructed nearby in 1930 replacing, the old tent camp. The Paradise Lodge
built in 1931 provided services for the cabins and for the first time, visitor facilities opened year round. The
Paradise Inn however continued to 0 erate seasonall. Around 1935 Paul Sceva eneral msna er of the Rainier cant '<I)

It CONDITION o EXCELLENT OGOOO DrAm OOETERlOnAleo DAUINS IS. OANQER OF DEMOLITlON' DYES ONO DUNI<NOWN
ISPECIFY THREAT)• 16 SIGNIfiCANCE

Rteel teebeam buttresRes encaRed in logs have replaced the original.
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National Park Company,ordered the derrolition of the original kitchen wing. It was replaced with a new;larger one.
Sceva was also responsible for the porch enclosure off the rear' of the lobby for use as a gift shop.

Further developrent of Paradise Valley was curtailed in the late thirties as the Depression wore on. The numerous
cabins never proved to be popular; and were sold as defense housing in 1942. The Itm deteriorated in the forties due
to . inadequate maintenance. In 1952, the financially ailing Rainier National Park Companysold their assets to
the NPS. The NPSthereupon leased the Inn to the concessionnaire. Various maintenance was perforrred over the
next decade including miscellaneous shingling and painting. Additionally, an employees cafeteria was installed
in the kitchen. Despite the repairs, dissatisfaction with the Itm's condition and visitor facilities at Paradise
was expressed by the public, govertmlellt officials and concessiormaires. The ''Mission 66" program called for the
rerroval of the Itm and conversion of Paradise into a day use area only. Public pressure to retain the Inn pre-
vailed. In 1980, re=ovation to improve the fire safety and lobby's structural stability were carried out. A
new sprinkler system was installed. The existing whole log buttresses were replaced with steel tee beams encased
in half logs. Tie rods were installed throughout the lobby's interior. At an unknowndate, exterior whole log
trim around doors and windows was artiall rerroved. Newcedar shi les were installed in various locations.

•

14 CONDITION o ElCCELLENT OGOOO oFAm OOETERIORATED 15.DANGEROFDEMOLITIOm DVES DND OUNKNQWN
, (SPECIFY THREATl

~
1he Inn continues to retain its original exterior lines and the lobby interior remains largely unaltered. Guest
Services Incorporated currently operate» 1.I1f~ r lUI 011 ;,1 ::eOt~;(lIli:l1 btl:d ~;.

The Paradise Inn was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1987 •

."
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Tinber frarre; 3-l/2-stories with baserrent; rectangular plan; steeply-pitched, cedar-shingle roof with intersecting
gables; shed dorrrers: projecting eaves and verges; cedar-shingled exterior; interior containing woodfloor, finished
walls and ceilings, double-hungsashes; entrance to annexby rreans of timber bridge walkway(late 1920's); stone
foundation; a portion of what was to be the central pavillion (of stone) exists at the northeast comer.

The "Annex"to the Paradise Inn wa~erected in 1920under the auspices of the Rainier National Park Company.When
the inn was originally constructed in 1916, it was believed that visitors wouldcontinue to use the expandedtent
camp facilities. The inn initially contained only a few rooms, none of which had individual bathroomfacilities.
To accormodatethe public's desire for private roomswith baths, the annexwas built. An open bridge connected
the east wirigof the inn to the annex. The three-and-one-half story timber-frarre building was designed by Seattle
architect Harlan 'Ihorras, Original plans called for a larger and grander structure than was actually buil t , It
was to be over 300' long and contain a taller central pavillion madeof stone. The central pavillion was to connect
with the east wing of the inn. The srmller wings to either side of the pavillion were to contain exposed log framing.
Only the south wing of the proposed annexwas built and without the log framing. It does contain a distinctive
steeply-pitched roof with intersecti ables and runerous shed dorners. Theexterior is covered• ,. CONDITION oEXCELLENT DGOOO ~FAlR OOETER10nA.TEO ORUINS 1~, DANGER OF DEMOLITION?

(SPECIFY THREAT)
DYES 6aUNKNOWN

II SIGNifiCANCE

11l<'llP)1 original plans for the annex to the Parndi.se Tnncalled for a muchlarger bui l.dlrig wid, a central stone
pavillion and two tinber-fran'" wings, oniy a portion WdS erected. 1he annex, conpleted in 1920, was linked to
the inn with a tiIJDer-frarrewalkway. 1he building contains a distinctive steeply-pitched roof with intersecting
gables_
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21 REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, ANOIOA OTHER •Building File P-602, Maintenance Division, t-bunt Rainier National Park.

Paul H. Sceva, Recollections by "1he Old Manof the !-blmtain.," 1972, Archives, Mllmt Rainier National Park, pp.137-L,1.

Erwin N. 1horrpson, !-b=t Rainier National Park, Washington: Historic Resource Study, (Denver, CD:NPS, 1981) p.82 & 89.

Davi.dE. Snow,!-bunt Rainier Paradise Inn: Historic Structure Report, (Denver, CD:NPS, 1979), pp.32-34 & p.142
(historic drawings).

Robert L. Carper, List of Classified Structures Inven~, (Denver, CD:NPS, 1976).
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Timber frame; 3 1/2 story; rectangular plan; steeply pitched, cedar shingle ganhrel roof with projecting verges; brick
chinney; shed dormers; cedar shingle siding and exposed whole log trim veneer; front center entrance; double hung sashes
and sliding glass windows; wood floors; stone masonry and concrete foundatrion.

1he Guide Service building was erected c .1920 by the Rainier National Park cOmpanyduring their initial expansion of
visitor facilities in Paradise VaHey (1916-1920). Measuring 32' -0" x 74' x 4", the tinDer frarre building contains
a distinctive, steeply pitched gambrel roof, the only one of its kind in the park. The exterior walls are shingled
with cedar and a whole log trim around the windows lends a log frame appearance to the building. The first floor is
occupied by Rainier M::Jtmtaineering, Inc., a guide service leading climbs of M::JtmtRainier. An auditoriun and stage,
original to the basement interior, was used for lectures and TlDtion pictures. The upper three floors contain
dormitory rooms. The Guide House has been associated with climbing expeditions of M::JtmtRainier since the time of
its construction. Its exterior has been slightly altered; several windows and the original west entrance have been
reroved; new plexi-glass ''bubbles'' associated with the fire escape mechanisms installed, and concrete added to the
founda tion .

• I. CONDITION o EXCELLENT OGOOO lmFA-IA DOETERroRATEO ORUINS 15, OANGER OF DEMOLITION?
, (SPECIFY THREAT)

DVES [3UNKNOWN

16 $IGNIFICAN(;f

TI:e.Guide H<;lU~e.was.origina~ly erected by the Rainier Na~ional Park cOmpanyc.1920 during their early expansion of
vi.sa.tor facf.l i.t Ies loll Paraclise Vallcy. It has been cont.Inuous Iy assocf.atcd with climbing expeditions of H'unt
Rainier. The building's gambrel roof is the only one of its kind in the park.
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This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

-.iliLCruiJdb 4~fv Signature of the Keeper

==================:=-:-====-:-:-:--======================----=============Amended Items in Nomination:
Classification: The Number of Resources within Property should
be amended to read: one noncontributing building and a total of
one noncontributing resource.
This information was confirmed with stephanie Toothman of the
Pacific Northwest Regional Office NPS.
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National Register property file
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